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ffee Rule 70 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I M Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial appl.cab.hty 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(1)) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 




Description, Pages 



1-12 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 



1-8 



received on 22.01 .2004 with letter of 19.01 .2004 



Drawings, Sheets 



1/3-3/3 



as originally filed 




These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
' international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 


8 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 


8 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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D1 : P.I.HYND, M.J.NANCARROW: 'Inhibition of polyamine synthesis alters hair 
follicle function and fiber composition' JOURNAL OF INVESTIGATIVE 
DERMATOLOGY, vol. 106, no. 2, 1996, pages 249-253, XP008006126 

D2: WO 96 23490 A (COSMEDERM TECHNOLOGIES) 8 August 1996 (1996- 
08-08) 

1) Document D1 is the closest prior art for claims 1 to 4 stating that spermidine plays 
a major role in hair growth (see the abstract, last sentence). 

However, the person skilled in the art could not expect from this statement that 
spermidine would also be active against hair loss. 

Therefore the subject-matter of claims 1 to 4 involves an inventive step. 

2) However, lotions or balms containing spermidine are already known from 
document D2 (see example 1 and claims 2, 46 and 48). 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 8 is not novel (Article 33 (2) PCT). 

3) The subject-matter of claims 5 and 6 differs from document D2 in that it contains 
further additives which were not obvious for the person skilled in the art. 

The subject-matter of claim 7 differs from D2 In that it is a formulation for oral use 
which was not obvious either. 

Therefore the subject-matter of claims 5 to 7 also involves an inventive step. 
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